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PLS ONLINE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Action Research for the Classroom™ Online

In this course, participants will learn the phases of the research cycle and effective methods for data collection. After exploring their own instructional practices, participants will develop, conduct, and analyze the results of a data collection plan. As a culminating activity, participants will write an action research report showcasing their findings and how they plan to improve their current practices. (Additional text required.)
Action Research in the E-Learning Environment™ Online

Action research is a process of inquiry and reflection in which educators use research techniques to systematically examine their personal instructional practice. In the e-learning environment, action research takes on a new dimension as educators integrate technology into traditional research methodologies. This course focuses on online data collection techniques, interpreting the data to affect change in the online classroom, and developing a research plan that integrates and makes effective use of e-learning technology. (Additional text required.)
Blended and Synchronous Learning Design™ Online
Given the growth of online teaching and learning, educators explore ways to incorporate best practices to meet the needs of all learners. This course focuses on two different formats for online learning environments: blended and synchronous. Participants will progress from defining these environments to the development process required, concluding with considerations for implementation of each. (Additional texts required.)
Building Online Collaborative Environments™ Online
How can classroom teachers harness the power of online technologies like blogs, podcasts, and wikis for student engagement and learning? Course participants will experience the Web as a means of constructing new knowledge through conversation, networking, and collaboration. The focus is on currently-available tools and effectively utilizing them for student research, writing, and learning. (Additional text required.)
Classroom Management: Orchestrating a Community of Learners® Online

When students are empowered to take responsibility for their own learning experiences, educators are freed from constantly dealing with behavioral and organizational issues. By learning and practicing skills for orchestrating classroom life and learning so that instruction flows smoothly, student misbehavior is minimized, and learning potential is maximized. Participants will create an Action Plan of practical strategies to implement immediately in their classrooms.
Cultural Competence: A Transformative Journey™ Online
Cultural Competence: A Transformative Journey™ Online equips experienced and beginning K–16 educators with the knowledge, awareness, and skills to work in today’s diverse classroom settings for the end goal of student success. Participants will be given opportunities to critically examine how privilege and power impact educational outcomes and to understand the role of educators as agents of change for social justice. Learners will use the framework of knowing yourself, your students, and your practice to better understand their role in student achievement. Diversity will be explored through multiple perspectives, providing participants with insight into how their own cultural lens impacts their relationships with students and families. (Additional text required.)
Developing 21st Century Literacy Skills™ Online
This course introduces participants to existing frameworks for 21st century skills developed by enGauge and the Partnership for 21st Century Skills. In particular, the course focuses on the importance of information literacy, adaptability, and risk-taking skills. Participants will also learn important multimedia skills and how to share their creations through read/write Web tools such as blogs, wikis, podcasts, and social networks. The course covers new metrics and means of evaluating student work as well as the need for organizational change in order to integrate these skills into existing educational institutions. For the culminating activity, each participant will plan a student project that meets curricular goals and helps to develop 21st century skills. (Additional text required.)
Differentiated Instruction for Today’s Classroom™ Online
In this course, participants will acquire key knowledge and skills to implement differentiated instruction successfully in their classrooms. After gaining expertise making practical and flexible instructional decisions based on their own diverse students’ learning needs, participants will create a standards-based learning environment where all students can thrive and achieve. Participants will acquire key knowledge and skills to implement differentiated instruction successfully in their own classrooms. (Additional text required.)
Educating the Net-Generation™ Online
The Net Generation uses different learning styles than their Baby Boomer or Generation X teachers. They value technology, experiential learning, working in teams, and social networking. This course examines the learning styles, expectations, and technical acumen of the Net-Generation and explains the implications for classroom learning environments. During the course, participants will learn the key differences between the generations and how to bridge those differences through sound instructional design techniques. Participants will also learn how to leverage the gadgets, games, and gizmos of these students to create pedagogy that meets Net Generation needs and transfers knowledge from teacher to student. (Additional text required.)
Facilitating Online Learning Communities™ Online
This course focuses on the principles and best practices of successful online facilitation on any learning platform. Participants will practice specific online communication skills with multiple tools, manage assessments and feedback appropriately, analyze and solve problems, and create a plan of action for teaching their next online course. This course includes strategies to engage diverse learners, support various learning styles, and handle conflict constructively in the online learning environment. Through class activities, practice course simulations, collaboration with colleagues, and dedicated coaching from the course facilitator, participants will gain the necessary tools to nurture a reflective online learning community. (Additional text required.)
Foundations of Literacy: Beginning Reading™ Online
This course explores the components of early reading defined by the National Reading Panel and the International Reading Association. Students will build a knowledge base for each component and then apply that knowledge within a classroom setting. Several modules will include brief discussions on compatible informal assessments. Students will construct a portfolio of teaching strategies for each component. At the end of the course, students will construct a final capstone lesson plan which will incorporate each early reading component for use in the classroom. (Additional text required.)
Geometry for Middle School Teachers™ Online
This course is for middle school teachers to encourage ongoing professional development that will build on and expand current knowledge and understanding of geometry.  Throughout this course, students will link the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Principles and Standards for teaching Geometry to middle school students to their individual state standards so that they can delve more intentionally into geometric content and processes.  Investigating strategies for developing mathematical literacy and fostering logical thinking will set the stage for future student learning.  In addition, students will explore, discuss and apply research-based teaching strategies for teaching Geometry and mathematics in all modules. (Additional text required.)
Infusing Arts Into the Curriculum™ Online
Arts-infusion is a powerful approach to teaching and learning. This course explores the role of the arts in education. It introduces the elements inherent in the four art forms (music, dance, drama and visual arts) and models infusion of the arts disciplines across the curriculum, specifically within Language Arts, Math, Social Studies and Science. Arts-based teaching strategies are described and applied. Participants develop arts-infused lesson plans and the course culminates with the design of an arts-infused unit of study. (Additional text required.)
Instructional Design for Online Educators™ Online
Instructional design is the process of analyzing learners’ needs and developing instruction that answers those needs. This course explores instructional design theories and approaches in the e-learning environment. Participants will understand the basics of instructional design, explore philosophies of e-learning, and receive hands-on experience with online delivery and interaction techniques and tools. They will also design and implement lessons that meet instructional design criteria for effective teaching and quality assessment instruments. (Additional text required.)
Merging Educational Goals and Interactive Multimedia Projects® Online
Merging Educational Goals and Interactive Multimedia Projects is a Performance Learning Systems® online course that helps experienced and beginning educators in all subject areas build expertise in using technology as an effective tool to support and enhance classroom learning. This course responds to the growth of educational technology and the increasing expectation that technology will be regularly implemented in the classroom. The course also supports teachers in creating learning environments that integrate real-world problem solving with interactive, engaging multimedia projects. Educators will learn to create technology-infused classrooms in which students work collaboratively with teachers to meet curriculum standards and make meaning through problem solving, researching, designing, testing, and communicating. (Additional text required.)
Purposeful Learning Through Multiple Intelligences® Online
This is online course focuses on helping educators identify and apply the multiple

intelligences (MI) to meet the needs of today’s diverse classrooms. Based on Howard

Gardner’s Theory of Multiple IntelligenceTM, participants will demonstrate the power of

teaching and learning through this unique instructional process. Participants will explore

other theories of intelligence, MI subcapacities, and their own MI profiles. (Additional text required.)
Reading Across the Curriculum™ Online
This course provides research-based active reading comprehension strategies which participants can apply to their grade level or content area. By learning how to implement these metacognitive reading strategies, participants will be able to plan lessons more effectively. Participants will also discover how to engage students, deepen their understanding of content, and prepare them for success beyond the classroom. Emphasis is on learning styles, types of text, notation systems, content-area reading, assessments, fluency, motivation, and grade-level vocabulary. (Additional text required.)
Simulations and Gaming Technologies™ Online
By examining contemporary gaming technologies, participants will assess the pedagogical models behind games and how games may be used effectively in the classroom. Participants will also compare learning models to identify which parts of games can be used as teaching tools. Additionally, participants will develop and play games to examine how learning takes place. (Additional text required.)
Strategies for Middle School Science Teachers™ Online
This course examines the methods, strategies, and curriculum of the successful middle school science classroom. Participants will investigate the unique characteristics of the middle school learner and become familiar with a variety of techniques to involve those students in a meaningful educational experience in science. Topics will include effective planning, integrating technology in science, managing and organizing the classroom, utilizing appropriate assessments, questioning and communication strategies, meeting the needs of diverse learners, and connecting the science classroom to the real world. (Additional text required.)
Successful Teaching for Acceptance of Responsibility® Online
Participants will acquire new techniques to model, teach, and support responsible student behavior. In addition, they will learn how to empower students to achieve personal power and responsibility in a classroom that models self-responsible behaviors. Educators will become empowered in their personal lives with strategies that increase their own sense of power. (Additional text required.)
Teaching Algebra to Middle School Students™ Online
This course provides an overview of and an opportunity to review the major concepts necessary to teach algebra to middle school students. Among the several core competencies, that students need to develop strong skills in algebra is algebraic number sense. Teachers will have opportunities to evaluate their own mastery of algebraic number sense, develop a stronger number sense, and explore ways to help students enhance their own number sense. In addition, participants will learn the importance of scaffolding concepts for student understanding. (Additional texts required.)
Teaching the English Language Learner™ Online
This course provides educators with the knowledge, skills, attitudes, insights, and resources to service English language learners (ELL) in their journey to becoming linguistically proficient while acquiring academic content to compete with native speakers in a consistently competitive global and information-driven society.

Accessing information is vital for all learners. Therefore, teachers must be prepared to help second-language learners in the classroom become self-directed so they can confidently use English in listening, speaking, reading, and writing for social and academic purposes. Participants will become acquainted with the English language learner as well as the most popular theories and best practices as a result of a strong body of research in the field that guides second-language instruction.

The foundation of this course rests on the current Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) standards, which are included in the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) national standards for teacher education. These standards target five domains: language, culture, planning, assessment, and professionalism. TESOL standards aid teachers in constructing learning environments that support second-language learning and literacy development as well as content area achievement. Other topics that are explored focus on oral-language development, content reading and writing in English, and classroom and standardized assessment in ELL. Literacy instruction and assessment are targeted, as they serve to set the foundation for future academic achievement across the curriculum.

Professional development and performance in the field round out this course by examining research in continuing education for ELL instructors, the history of second-language acquisition in the United States, the perusal of grant opportunities for program support, and the legal dimensions governing service for second-language learners in today’s classroom. (Additional texts required.)
Teaching Through Learning Channels® Online 
After exploring learning preferences, participants will develop brain-compatible strategies to address them through multisensory teaching. This course also covers how educators can incorporate a variety of brain-compatible techniques that address students’ basic motivational needs.
Thinking Mathematically: Elementary Edition™ Online
This course is designed for elementary school teachers to deepen their knowledge, appreciation, and understanding of K-4 mathematics.  Participants will use the NCTM Content and Process Strands as a vehicle for understanding what students need to know and be able to do in math. They will also investigate strategies for developing mathematical literacy and fostering logical thinking.  In addition, all modules will model research-based strategies for teaching mathematics and engage students in discussion on the use of these strategies. (Additional text required.)
Using Online Resources to Bring Primary Sources to the Classroom™ Online
A primary source is any piece of information that was created at the time being studied, by the people being studied. This course explores how online resources allow educators to utilize primary sources in their instructional practices and classroom activities. Participants will use the Web to access and analyze primary sources, think critically about classroom applications, and develop authentic engaging learning experiences for students.

Writing Across the Curriculum Online™ Online

This online course is designed to support teachers in grades three through six with effective writing instruction across content areas. Created specifically for upper grade teachers, this course begins by focusing on direct writing instruction in a writing workshop. Participants will learn and practice specific craft and mechanics techniques that are tangible for students, supporting visible progress towards more general goals such as writing with detail, sentence fluency and voice. These sessions will also address how to support student independence within personal narrative and non-fiction units of study. The second half of this course looks at writing in the content areas, including math, science and social studies. Participants will learn a broad range of writing formats that can elevate the way students process information and engage with material learned. For each content area, participants will learn: strategies for effective writing instruction; ways to model writing formats; ways to support below-grade level writers; and how to balance the expectations of writing and content in formal and informal assessments. (Additional texts required.)
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